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	MINUTES OF


	Governance Committee

	MEETING DATE


	Wednesday, 8 July 2020

	MEMBERS PRESENT:
	Councillors Ian Watkinson (Chair), Colin Sharples (Vice-Chair), Damian Bretherton, Colin Clark, Christine Melia, Margaret Smith and Angela Turner


	OFFICERS:
	Gary Hall (Interim Chief Executive), Chris Moister (Director of Governance), Dave Whelan (Shared Services Lead - Legal & Deputy Monitoring Officer), Darren Cranshaw (Assistant Director of Scrutiny & Democratic Services) and Coral Astbury (Democratic and Member Services Officer)


	OTHER MEMBERS
and officers:

	Councillor Paul Foster (Leader of the Council and Leader of the Labour Group)


	PUBLIC:
	0


<AI1>

	36
	Apologies for absence



There were none.

</AI1>

<AI2>

	37
	Declarations of Interest



There were none.

</AI2>

<AI3>

	38
	Minutes of meeting Tuesday, 16 June 2020 of Governance Committee



The minutes of the last meeting held on Tuesday, 16 June 2020 were agreed.

</AI3>

<AI4>

	39
	Suspension of Standing Order 33



Members were asked to approve the suspension of standing order number 33 in the Council’s constitution relating to public participation due to the current restrictions in place due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

RESOLVED:  (Unanimously)

That standing order number 33 of the Council’s constitution be suspended for the duration of the meeting.

</AI4>

<AI5>

	40
	Appointment and Employment Panel



The Shared Services Lead – Legal and Deputy Monitoring Officer presented a report proposing an update to the Council’s constitution relating to the terms of reference for the Appointment and Employment Panel.  

It was reported that the constitution does not currently contain any written terms of reference for the Council’s Appointment and Employment Panel.  The role of the Panel was approved by Full Council in October 2016 and the proposed terms of reference have been drafted to take into account the report presented at that time.  

Committee Members raised the following comments/queries with regards the report:

· Confirmation was provided that political balance was not required on the Initial Filter Panel as it was not a standing committee of the Council.


· Clarification was provided that the Initial Filter Panel related to complaints against statutory officers and did not have a role in recruitment.


· Comments were made about ensuring deputies were clearly identified to act in the absence of the Leader of the Council and other key roles.


Councillor Bretherton proposed a motion that the membership of the Initial Feeder Panel be extended to include the Leader of the Opposition, which was seconded by Councillor Clark.  

The motion was put to the vote with 3 Member of the Committee voting for the motion and 4 Members against.  The motion was lost.  There was then a vote on the proposals contained within the report.

RESOLVED:  (Unanimously)

That the proposed terms of reference for the Appointment and Employment Panel set out in Appendix 1 of the report be approved for submission to Full Council, subject to the inclusion of deputies for key roles in the process.
</AI5>

<AI6>

	41
	My Neighbourhoods



The Shared Services Lead – Legal and Deputy Monitoring Officer presented a report proposing amended wording to the Council’s constitution relating to My Neighbourhood Procedure Rules (Standing Orders).  

The report proposed to rename My Neighbourhood areas as ‘My Neighbourhood Community Hubs’, building on the success of South Ribble Together and other ancillary changes around streamlining decision-making.

Committee Members raised the following comments/queries with regards the report:

· In response to comments around the My Neighbourhood parish option, it was stressed that was just one option for Members of each My Neighbourhood area to consider and agree depending on the needs of the relevant community.


· Confirmation was provided that it was proposed that delegated decisions would be agreed by the My Neighbourhood chair and vice-chair, in consultation with the relevant Director.


RESOLVED:  (Unanimously)

That the proposed amended wording to the My Neighbourhood Area Procedure Rules (Standing Order) set out in Appendix 2 of the report be approved for submission to Full Council.

</AI6>

<AI7>

	42
	Public Participation



The Shared Services Lead – Legal and Deputy Monitoring Officer presented a report proposing changes to procedures in council meetings whilst restrictions due to the coronavirus pandemic continue.  

The report proposed that for Planning Committee 3 members of the public for an application and 3 people against who register in advance are allowed to speak for up to 4 minutes each.  A similar approach was proposed for Licensing Committee.  For all other committees, including Full Council, the public would not have the right to speak.  Committee Member views were sought on the approach to be taken with regards the participation of councillors not on committee.

Committee Members raised the following comments/queries with regards the report:

· Clarification was provided that the proposed changes were a temporary measure and would be kept under review until the Government’s regulations came to an end in May 2021.


· There was general support for Members not on committee being able to participate in meetings with advance notice so that arrangements can be made.


RESOLVED:  (Unanimously)

1. That the proposals outlined in the report for public participation be approved for submission to Full Council.


2. The current arrangements for Members not on committee participating in meetings continue, subject to prior notification to Democratic Services. 

</AI7>
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